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Station Master and told him : "This man is a
scoundrel: he is trying to get into a woman's
compartment: please tell him to travel in the
other compartment." The matter necessarily
came up for discussion. Our friend of the lost
rupee said : " When the lady does not object,
what is the objection of this gentleman ?" But
then, how were they to say that the lady did not
object ? The Station Master could not very well
go and ask the woman whether a particular man
might or might not- travel with her. As the train
had been already delayed five minutes the Station
Master shortened the discussion and, pushing
our friend of the lost rupee into Sreenivasaiya's
compartment, whistled for the train to leave. So,
finally, all that our friend of the lost rupee could
get for the extra two rupees that he spent' was
the privilege of seeing the not very pretty face
of Sreenivasaiya. When the train had gone,
the Booking Clerk walked up to the Station
Master and said: u See, how many people lose
their heads on account of a woman ? That fellow
of the laced turban is a grown-up child and a
first class fool. The other fellow, who bought a
second-class ticket thinking that he would be able
to travel with these two in the same compartment,
is a super fool. I should have been another;
but, fortunately, God came to my help 1"